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ARABIC

GENERAL OBJECTIVES

The aim of the Unified Tertiary Matriculation Examination (UTME) syllabus in Arabic is to
prepare candidates for admission into tertiary institutions through the Board’s examination. It is
designed to test their achievement of the course objectives, which are to:

1. answer comprehension questions correctly in standard Arabic;

2. translate simple texts from English to Arabic and vice versa;

3. apply the rules of Arabic grammar functionally;

4. appreciate Arabic literary texts within the contexts of their environment and eras;
5. use Arabic as a living world language in communication where necessary.

DETAILED SYLLABUS

TOPICS/CONTENTS/NOTES

OBJECTIVES

SECTION A: COMPREHENSION
It consists of a passage of seventy (70) words. Five
multiple-choice questions are to be set on the
passage. The contents should be within the
experience of the candidates e.g. current affairs,
sports, education, politics, economy, health, culture
and ethics.

V.

Candidates should be able to:

i. use appropriate words or phrases for specific
thought;

deduce the lesson in the passage;

determine the main theme of the passage;

give an appropriate title of a passage;

interpret the meanings of particular words.

ii.
iii.
iv.

SECTION B: TRANSLATION
This section consists of ten (10) questions. Five of
them are on translation from English into Arabic
while the other five are on translation from Arabic
into English.

Translation into English includes key words and
phrases in a sentence.

Translated questions are to be based on standard
Arabic and English usages.

Candidates should be able to:

i. use an appropriate Arabic word or phrase to convey
the meaning of an English word or phrase;
determine an appropriate English word or phrase for
an Arabic statement;

interpret idiomatic expressions in both Arabic and
English;

iv. transfer ideas expressed in Arabic to English and
vice versa;
v. communicate effectively in Arabic and English.

SECTION C: GRAMMAR
Major grammatical features
examined include:

in Arabic to be

A pen sall 5 5,LEY) eland
Demonstrative and relative pronouns.
Caigall g KAl
Gender (Masculine and Feminine).

A
1
2
2.

Candidates should be able to:
i. identify the various forms of demonstrative and
relative pronouns;

ii. compare gender markers in Arabic;
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

,(u-uY\ Aldle 3
Characteristics of noun.
il 4
Dual.
sl 5
Plurals:
Al S pan
a. sound masculine plural
ALl Eigall gan — o
b. sound feminine plural
oSl pen —

c. broken plural

Al Gladly aladl 6
Construct phrases.
Aaidl 5 dlaiiall ozl 7
Separable and inseparable pronouns.
s 8
Appendants:
a. adjective. il
b. conjunction. bl -
c. the permutative. -
d. emphasis AS -
allds s 9

Prepositions.
gaxiall Jaill 5 o 33 il 10
Transitive & Intransitive verbs.

=l dadll 11
The perfect verb.
bl Jrdll (12
The imperfect verb:
a. the indicative. & shall — |
b. the subjunctive. Cypaid - o
c. the jussive. a7
oY) dadll 13
The imperative verb.
sl 14
The modifiers:
il Al s S

a. Kana and its associates )
sl sl -
b. Inna and its associates
WAl ol
c. Zanna and its associates
A a3l 5o el AN Ja8ll 15
Trilateral and derived verbs.

alsiadl 16
Derivatives:
ozl anl —
a. the comparative/superlative.
b. nouns of instrument.
Ol 5 gla )l lesd —

iii. identify the three basic characteristics of Arabic

nouns;

iv. differentiate between singular and dual forms of
nouns;

v. construct plural forms of singular nouns;

vi. identify construct phrases and their usages;

vii. differentiate between separable and inseparable
pronouns;

viii.identify correct usage of adjectives, conjunctions
and the permutative in Arabic sentences;

ix. apply correct preposition in a given sentence;

X. differentiate between transitive and intransitive
verbs and use them in sentences;
xi. identify the perfect verbs and their forms;

xii. identify the imperfect verbs and their grammatical
words in sentences;

xiii. identify the imperative verbs and their forms;

xiv. identify the kinds of modifiers and apply them in
Arabic usage;

xv. differentiate between trilateral and derived
verbs;

xvi. identify the types of derivatives;

18




Arabic

c. nouns of time and place.
.M\ ru.u\ —
d. relative adjectives.
Lba il deall (17
17. Conditional sentences.

(&8 3000 — 1) 2=l 18
18. Numerals (1 — 3000).

eldl il 5 Jetdl) (19
19. Active and passive voice.

relan) il saia 20
20. Nouns in the accusative

A dsaiadl 1
a. direct object.
(b)) 48 Jeidl — o
b. adverbs of place and time.
dall
c. adverb of circumstance.
MU il — 3
d. the exempted with illa.
) - 8
e. specification.
63\.\.«3\ — 3

f. the vocative.

xvii. apply the rules governing conditional sentences,
identify them in sentences, construct them and
differentiate them in normal sentences;

xviii. recognise and count Arabic numerals from 1 to
3000 and identify the intricacies involved in their
usage;

xix. distinguish between active and passive voice and
apply them in sentences;

xx. identify different types of adverbial clause, the
exempted, specification and the vocative as well as
identify and use them in standard  Arabic;

SECTION D: COMPOSITION
This section consists of five (5) questions on
subjects relating to the lives and environment of the
candidates, e.g. education, culture, health, politics,
economy, sports and current affairs.

Candidates should be able to:

i. use appropriate words for specific thoughts;

ii. use correct idiomatic expressions in Arabic;

iii. communicate effectively in Arabic;

iv. express ideas clearly in Arabic;

v. demonstrate the use of common Arabic idioms and
proverbs;

SECTION E: ARABIC LITERATURE
This section consists of ten (10) questions on
notable literary figures and their works cutting
across the various periods which include the
following:
(+610 — 500 VI 5n) alal) yasd) |
a) The Pre-Islamic Period (500 — 610 C.E.).
"ala Gl " Aol g Bacli Gl -
."‘sﬂ\ J&a "l cu)j sl )..a\.qﬁ -

(21798 — 610) &pedas¥) ) sl —

b) The Islamic Period (610 — 1798 C.E.).
Maall g pladadd) G o 1AM 1 alall (g 3 4aa 5 (305 4l -
"W g Al O LA Uade " A4S0 8 8 dlanaly Cull 0 s -
" A 5 9gd) S I s sel) (il o jadiy -

Candidates should be able to:

i. identify pre-Islamic poetic traditions and
conventions;

ii. identify and analyze the style of figurative
expressions contained in a given Islamic literature;
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(s ) 21798) Cwaall paall — =

c) The Modern Period (1978 to date).
Molaal) Aad"s &l puad) 4iS U_L}M\ -
"e..hAr‘.u! d‘,ﬁ"‘;s:\mes": n‘):.ﬁ}gfal..« _9.\i Lﬂ_:! -

PTG IR RS U, P

d) Arabic Literature In West Africa .
Mlad) B A posa 5 s 33 LS -
Mol (b Al g K ) se Jas -

iii. describe the aesthetic features in literary texts and
assess their modern cultural values;

iv. evaluate areas of successful use of Arabic as a
medium of West African novel and drama, analyse their
contents and describe their major characteristics and
plots.
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RECOMMENDED TEXTS

1. COMPREHENSION, COMPOSITION AND TRANSLATION
A 5 oY Gl AS i S dad) off dellhall pia sall Jlide e el 5 Gl o deal
22005 .0 .J @ Axalad) dahae ) (A G plaall) Jass giall (o pad) LAY 1ellla B pan 2
el a3 el 4 — ] el saud o se/ il Sl yae ‘Ac G ua CU&X\ Je
il i€ ra gl AN D — ] e Sl duad jrew rcuhall A e
s drala dadae 9IS o LAY/ i CiS:(21999) Lyl b o g
Al 5 Aeblal o iy ioabl A Als all samad/ 5 punall Lol 15 AY) 5 Sasd J5Y) 2ena
i gl a) 3 — 1 QUSH L pnsf A 5amad) L el sl G el g aSa sl 5 (ol o desa

SN NIV N N FC R e

8. Adekilekun, A. L. A.: Learning Arabic Language, llorin.

9. Balogun, I. A. B. and Oseni Z. I. (1982) A Modern Arabic Course Book 1 Lagos: Islamic
Publications Bureau.

10. Haywood, J. A. and Nahmad, H. M. (1965), A New Arabic Grammar of the Written
Language, London: Lund Humphries.

11. Malik, S. H. A. (1982) A Guide to Arabic Composition, Books I & 11, Lagos I.P.B.

12. Arabic newspapers, magazines and journals.

2. GRAMMAR
bl la s a3 ] el Ly ¥ A el el ) o) gl el ilaas g el e ]
A Luag Yl e aleiall o gsal 2eaa 2
S 8 sy e g VY danial) s Dvisal] dinill s asasl) die (il one 2ane 3

4. Haywood, J.A and Nahmad, H.M (1965), A New Arabic Grammar of the Written
Language, London: Lund Humphries.

3. ARABIC LITERATURE
13 ) Ly 8] 8 A yad) Ol Aa) dald) s b S5 -]
NECO/WAEC »2004 ) sill

NECOMWAEC 2006 (s sl sl )1 :lalall Asudall : a1y S -2

(2004) 38L&l § gy ol yanll GLJM\@.U@L@ 3
WAEC/NECO
Sl daSall 40 Gl AL add) 2o S ) 2o Jaan -4

NECO/WAEC (2013) 58
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NECO/WAEC

TRANSLITERATION OF THE ABOVE BOOKS

ZAKARIYAU I. OSENI: AL-MA’DUBAT AL-ADABIYYAH.
ZAKARIYAU I. OSENI: AL-TABAQATAL-ULYA (THE UPPER
CLASS)

MUSTAPHA LUTFI AL-MANFALUTI: AL-ABARAT.

JAMIL ABDULLAHI ALKANAWTI: IDFA’A BIL LATI HIYA AHSAN.
AHMAD AL-ASKANDARI WAL AKHARUN: ALMUFASSAL FI
TARIKH AL-ADABUL ARABI.
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